RIBA Validation - UK Schools of Architecture
RIBA Validation is a peer review process that monitors compliance with internationally recognised minimum standards in architectural education and encourages excellence and diversity in student achievement. 
 
The RIBA has had a long-standing involvement in promoting high quality and innovative architectural education throughout the world. Through validation the RIBA identifies courses and examinations which achieve the standards necessary to prepare students for the professional practice of architecture. 
 
Visiting Boards visit schools of architecture to assess the output standard of courses for exemption from the RIBA's Examinations in Architecture. The Boards are composed of experienced practising architects, academics, architecture students and non-architects, who bring a lay perspective to the Boards. From September 2003 the RIBA assumed sole responsibility for Visiting Boards in the United Kingdom. 
 
The procedures and criteria for validation, and recent Visiting Board report summaries for UK Schools of Architecture, can be found by following the links on the right. 
 
International Validation 
The RIBA also validates courses outside the UK. Further information about our International Validation service can be found here. last updated: 26 January 2005[image: image3.jpg]



'Tomorrow's Architect'

The RIBA has launched Tomorrow’s Architect, its manifesto for architectural education for the next five years. The launch follows the latest review of the RIBA’s outline syllabus for the validation of courses, programmes and examinations in architecture. 
 
The core of the document is to set down the benchmark for passing the Part 1, 2 and 3 examinations in architecture as administered by the RIBA. It has also been expanded to give more of the flavour and atmosphere of architectural education and actual student work. 
 
“We anticipate that this publication will be understood and used by a much wider readership than former documents, hence the new title Tomorrow’s Architect. We believe it will be an invaluable reference point for students, parents, careers advisers and government ministers and officials who may wish to understand architectural education.” (John Lyall, chair of the RIBA Criteria and Outline Syllabus Review Task Force). 
 
The RIBA validates courses at 36 schools of architecture in the UK and a further 58 overseas, making Tomorrow’s Architect a truly international document to guide and inspire students as well as supporting programme development and student achievement on RIBA recognised architecture courses. 
 
“Revising and republishing the RIBA’s Criteria for Validation and Outline Syllabus has been a lengthy and complex task involving key stakeholders in the architectural education system. The consultation process was extensive and contributions came from architects, teachers and heads of school, students, the construction industry and clients. The RIBA also greatly acknowledges the very detailed analysis, comment and advice by the Standing Conference of Heads of Schools of Architecture (SCHOSA).” (Leonie Milliner, RIBA Director for Education). 
 
Tomorrow’s Architect is available to buy online at RIBA Bookshops (ISBN 1 85946 131 X) priced at £15. last updated: 23 February 2004

	Schools of Architecture

United Kingdom 
 
The RIBA currently recognises courses leading to qualification at 36 schools of architecture in the UK. A list of these schools and further information on their courses at Part 1 (first degree), Part 2 (second advance degree/diploma) and Part 3 (examination in professional practice) is available on the validated courses list. 
 
Graduates of these programmes are eligible for membership of the RIBA as Student (Parts 1 and 2, included professional experience years); graduate (post-part 2) and chartered (post-part 3). Upon completion of the part 3 programme, graduates are also eligible to register as an architect with the Architects' Registration Board (ARB). Qualifications are transferable across the European Union, via the EU Architects Directive 85/384/EEC. 
 
International 
 
The RIBA currently recognises 60 schools outside the UK and the European Union. For a list of these schools with details of their courses and links to their websites go to the validated courses list. 
 
Graduates of these programmes may join the RIBA as chartered members (international) following an approved period of five years professional experience, and may use the RIBA-affix as long as they are resident outside the UK. International architectural qualifications outside the European Union are not currently recognised by the Architects Registration Board (ARB) for registration and use of the title ‘architect’ within the UK. Graduates of these programmes have to undergo additional assessment via the ARB / RIBA assessment panel and a further period of professional experience before they are eligible to register as architects in the UK.
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Education Statistics

The collection of accurate data is essential for any professional organisation. It informs policy development and service delivery, it provides a sound basis for response to government and other bodies and it allows professional organisations to construct a bigger picture of trends emerging in their sector. 
Every year the RIBA Education Department conducts a survey of schools of architecture and the data is used to establish the raw facts about architectural education in the UK. This document describes the results of the schools of architecture survey for 2003/4, and compares the results with figures for the last five years. 
 
33 UK schools of architecture participated in this survey, 3 did not take part. For the first time the survey results includes data from candidate courses, which are shown separately but are not included in the trend charts and tables. 
 
The total number of students of all years on validated courses is 9858 (10,165 last year). The number of students entering Part 1 was 2,542 compared with 2,686 last year, a 5% decrease. The figure for women entrants to Part 1 in 2003/4 was marginally down to 37% from 38% last year, and women comprised 26% of candidate course Part 1 entrants. Overseas entrants to Part 1 remain constant at 15% the same as for the past 3 years. The proportion of ethnic minority students entering at Part 1 is 18% based on the figures provided by 21 schools. The number of students entering Part 2 is 1,349; down from 1,452 the previous year, a 7% decrease, and the proportion of women fell from 35% to 31%. 
 
The number passing Part 3 is the lowest in 3 years. 817 students passed Part 3 compared with 904 last year and 923 the year before. 
 
The long term fall in staffing levels continues with a 2 per cent drop overall and a 9 per cent fall in the number of full-time teaching staff. 
 
Download an Adobe PDF version of the Education Statistics 2004 
 
Download an Adobe PDF version of the Education Statistics 2003 
 
Download an Adobe PDF version of the Education Statistics 2002. 
 last updated: 14 June 2004

European Directive

European Union Architects Directive 85/384/EEC 

Under the provisions of the EC Architects' Directive/EEA Agreement, your architectural qualification may be accepted in the United Kingdom by the Architects Registration Board (ARB) provided that you also meet the following requirements: 

· You must be a National of a member European state party to the EEA Agreement 

· Satisfy a minimum period of two years' postgraduate practical training experience in a member EEA state.


In support of your application, the following documentation must be provided: 
i) Evidence of nationality - passport or National Identity Card, original or certified copy 
ii) Evidence of qualification - the degree or diploma certificate, original or certified copy. 
iii) Evidence of Professional Experience under Article 23-2. 
 
The two years' practical training experience must be under the total supervision of an 'established' architect, ie. registered, licensed or other authorised person, and must be certified by the appropriate competent authority of the member state concerned. 
 
Download an Adobe PDF copy of the European Union Architects Directive and the latest corrigendum from December 2003. 
 
Architects qualified via the EU Directive, need not sit the Part 3 Professional Practice Examination in order to register. However, many EU Architects do still undertake to complete the Part 3 as a useful introduction to UK building legislation and contracts. In addition, EU qualified architects may join the RIBA after a period of five year’s approved professional practice in the European Union, as documented by a comprehensive curriculum vitae. 

last updated: 19 April 2004, Home >> Education 

Commonwealth Association of Architects

Founded in 1965, the Commonwealth Association of Architects (CAA) is an umbrella organisation of 38 member institutes from Commonwealth or former Commonwealth countries. Through these institutes CAA represents an estimated 37,000 architects. 
 
The RIBA is one of the founding members of the CAA. As with the RIBA’s UK and international validation process, the CAA regularly visits schools of architecture in the Commonwealth. Its recommendations are submitted to RIBA Council for approval and graduates of these schools are also eligible to join the RIBA as chartered members (international) upon completion of a satisfactory period of professional experience. 
 
For more information on the CAA, their validation process and the schools of architecture it recognises go to www.comarchitect.org, last updated: 5 March 2003

ARB Assessment Panel

Architects qualified through courses not covered by the European Directive have to undertake further assessment to establish UK equivalence for their international qualifications. This applies to those individuals who wish to gain some UK practice experience before sitting the Part 3 Professional Practice Examination necessary for registration. This also applies to candidates who have studied on international courses validated by the RIBA. This is because the ARB do not currently recognise any international qualifications outside the EU. 
 
In addition, overseas graduates who wish to undertake further pre-professional study on RIBA ARB recognised courses in the UK also need to have their international qualifications assessed to UK standards. This establishes at what point they are eligible to enter the academic programme (i.e. Part 2 or Part 3) before proceeding onto further study or work experience in advance of registration and eligibility to join the RIBA. 
 
The Assessment Panel is administered by the Architects Registration Board (ARB) whose recommendations are jointly accepted by both bodies. For more information on the Assessment Panel, contact the ARB: 
ARB Assessment Panel 
8 Weymouth Street 
London W1W 8BU 
T +44(0) 20 7 580 5861 
E info@arb.org.uk 
W www.arb.org.uk 

last updated: 24 June 2004

Criteria for Validation

The RIBA is pleased to issue the new Criteria for Validation. These criteria are held in common with the Architect's Registration Board and are effective from September 2003. 
 
Download an Adobe PDF copy of the Criteria for Validation. If you experience any difficulty, please email Stephanie Beasley-Suffolk at the Centre for Architectural Education for assistance. 
 
To discuss the Criteria for Validation document email Chris Ellis, Head of Validation Services.

last updated: 12 April 2004

	Visiting Board Reports

Visiting Board Reports and Summaries of Reports 
 
Standards in schools of architecture are ensured by the appointment of independent external examiners in each school, the Validation Panel of the RIBA and the ARB prescription process*. The outline syllabus and the criteria for validation have recently undergone a major review, the outcome of which can be found in Tomorrow’s Architect (RIBA Enterprises, 2003). 
 
Formerly, Visiting Boards to schools of architecture were conducted jointly by the RIBA and ARB; however, from September 2003 the RIBA assumed sole responsibility for the Visiting Board validation process. The new procedures for validation are available for download. 
 
Validation is a peer review process, with each Visiting Board made up of architects drawn from teaching and from practice together with a student representative and a lay (non-architect) member. 
 
The Visiting Boards visit all recognised schools, normally every four years, to assess courses, examinations, design work and the performance of students. Boards must be satisfied that, on the basis of the sample of academic portfolios examined, all the students graduating from the courses and examinations offered by the school for validation satisfy all Criteria for Validation (which are held in common by the RIBA for validation and the ARB for prescription). 
 
Each Visiting Board produces a comprehensive report containing standard conditions that each institution is required to follow. These are: 
 
i. external examiners being appointed for the course; 
ii. any significant changes to the courses and examinations being submitted to the RIBA; 
iii. any change of award title, and the effective date of the change, being reported to the RIBA so that, where appropriate, recognition may be transferred formally to the new title by the RIBA; 
iv. submission to the RIBA of the names of students passing the courses/qualifications being considered for validation. 
 
The report may also set special conditions covering some or all of the particular school’s programmes. These are outlined in the report or summary which is made publicly available by the RIBA. Reports of all full boards conducted after September 2004 are published in full; reports of boards prior to September 2004 are published in summary. 
 
There are currently 36 institutions offering courses validated by the RIBA. Recent Visiting Board reports are available either in summary form or the full report, depending upon when the visit was conducted. 
 
Visits prior to September 2003 were conducted jointly by the RIBA and the ARB; those from September 2003 onwards are conducted under the new procedures. 
 
For further information regarding the procedures for validation and the criteria for validation, please contact Chris Ellis (Head of Validation), Stephanie Beasley-Suffolk (Validation Co-ordinator) or Jannine Newman (Validation Administrator). 
 
*Further information about the ARB prescription process is available on the ARB website at www.arb.org.uk.
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Validation Committee

The Validation Committee's responsibility is to advise the RIBA’s Education Committee on the formulation and monitoring of objectives, policy and priorities in this area. In addition the Committee oversees such operational aspects of the UK and International Validation Panel as are delegated to the Validation Committee by the Education Committee. 
 
Committee Membership 
Mr Jack Pringle Chair, Vice President for Education 
Mr Andrew Beard 
Mr Christopher Cross 
Ms Judi Farren-Bradley 
Dr Robert Felix 
Ms Caroline Gould 
Professor Christine Hawley 
Ms Diana Leitch 
Mr Peter Melvin 
Professor Ruth Morrow 
Professor Simon Pepper 
Ms Gillian Scampton 
Professor Neil Taylor 
 
In attendance 
Stephanie Beasley-Suffolk 
Chris Ellis 
Leonie Milliner 
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